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Message from the Rev. Meredith T. Heffner
Dear brothers and sisters in
Christ,
It’s Stewardship season.
With a new rector in place,
we’re in a unique position to
consider stewardship as it
relates to our dreams for
St. James’. You will soon be
contacted by a vestry
representative or clergy member to learn more
about these dreams.
First – The basics
Stewardship is about being grateful,
responsible stewards of the gifts we receive from
God. The Bible tells us that God asks us to give
back to God, out of the many blessings we have
received. In other words, we pledge a certain
amount of money to our church as a gift to God
because of the many ways that God is blessing us.
We give first to the glory of God, because God
asks us to. We also give because we are God’s
hands and feet on this earth and we at St. James’
need funding to continue God’s work.
Second – What work?
I hope you don’t really have to ask…. Because
God’s Spirit is evident everywhere in this place!
Attendance is up. Sunday School has enrolled over
30 children. We are preparing to send our first
missioners to our partner school in Haiti, Bon
Samaritain Parish, L’Acul. Congregants are
enjoying fellowship opportunities, like Rally Day.
And we are making our presence known in the
community through events like the Halloween
FunFest. In order for these great things to
continue, we need your financial support. God is

bringing us together, and making the Spirit
known.
Third – Where is my money going?
Your contribution will help us support the
many great things going on at St. James’—
including those things that happen behind the
scenes (maintaining facilities, paying staff,
worship, music, outreach, formation, debt
reduction, etc.). If you’d like more information,
you’re invited to join us on November 12 at 9:15
a.m. in the parish hall meeting room to review the
St. James’ budget with our leadership.
Fourth – Pledging
We ask that you let us know in writing the
amount that you will be giving. This amount is
called “a pledge.” Many people ask why a gift in
the plate each Sunday is not enough. Why, they
wonder, do they have to make a financial promise
in writing when they will be giving anyway.
The answer is this: pledges are critical in order
to have a good estimate of what we will receive so
that we can plan our budget. We want to keep our
ministries alive, and continue deepening our
relationship with God—and we can’t do this
unless we know how much we have to work with.
Unless we know what revenue we can expect, we
have nothing with which to make God’s dreams
come true. Please complete the pledge form so we
can plan ahead.
Fifth – How much?
Some will be able to increase a previous
pledge. Others are on fixed budgets and won’t be
able to make such a commitment. Any amount is
helpful. Your clergy and vestry are ready to give
continued on page 2
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guidance if needed. What’s most important is that
we each make the commitment to financially give
to St. James’, so that we can continue the work
that God has given us to do.
Sixth – What’s in it for you?
As we move forward, we will be spending a lot
of time thinking about the dream God has for us.
We’d much rather be able to put aside financial
worries so that we can truly and faithfully live
into this dream. I promise, based on my
experience, that with a pledge to St. James’, God
will bless you—through this community—in
ways we cannot begin to imagine.
I hope you will make a financial commitment,
and join us in our part of God’s dream.
In Christ,
Rev. Meredith

Cold Weather Clothing Drive, November
We will be conducting our annual Cold
Weather Clothing Drive for Interfaith Works of
Montgomery County on November 5, 12, and
19. Donations of new or gently used winter
clothing are appreciated. Many of us have more
coats, sweaters, hats, and gloves than we really
need, given that many others have little or none.
There are many sales of these items at this
time of year. One way to get new clothing at
bargain prices is to use emails we get from
merchants we frequent that advertise daily or
sometimes hourly deals. Men’s underwear is an
item that is especially needed.
We will be collecting these items in the parish
hall after morning services. If you have any
questions or would like more information, please
contact Bill Wallace at 301-963-9227, or email
bwwallace1@verizon.net.
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Bring a Saint to Church on
All Saints’ Sunday, November 5
For many, when they think of a
“saint,” they think of someone who
had died defending their belief in
Christ. Scripture tells us, however,
that all believers are saints—both those living
and those who have moved on to the life to come.
We each encounter saints, almost every day of
our lives—folks like us who embody Christ’s
spirit of love. This All Saints’ Day, on November 5,
invite a saint in your life to church. Help us honor
the goodness we encounter every day, by lifting
up those who are Christ’s hands in our lives!

Annual Parish Meeting and Election
with Breakfast, Sunday, November 19
Please join us in the parish hall at 9:00 a.m.
for our Annual Meeting. We will hear Rev.
Meredith reflect on the state of the parish since
her arrival, focusing on the many exciting
things going on at St. James’. She will also share
her dreams for 2018.
Members of the Vestry and Chairs of the
various Commissions and Committees will also
provide reports reviewing the current status of
our ministries, and what they look forward to
in or future. This meeting also offers the
opportunity to learn about the church’s
finances.
Business items include electing new vestry
members, a diocesan delegate and two
alternate delgates. All members, middle school
and older, regardless of eligibility to vote, are
invited to attend. The youth group will provide
breakfast.
For those who are unable to attend,
absentee ballots will be available from the
office beginning on November 9. They must be
returned by noon on Thursday, November 16.
Annual reports are due to the parish office
by Monday, November 6.
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FaithTalk Advent Series
A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in Word and Art
Join us at 9:15 on Sunday mornings in Advent and into
Epiphany as we explore the Advent and Christmas texts
through the art of John August Swanson. Swanson’s art tells
bible stories in finely detailed, brilliantly colored paintings
and original prints.
With the beauty and power of art and sacred text, and
the insight of scholars from the Candler School of Theology,
we hope this presentation acts as a new catalyst for you on your faith journey. As the familiar song
reminds us, Christ’s birth is a “thrill of hope,” a gift over which “the weary world rejoices.” Rejoice with us
as we offer a fresh, creative retelling of this good news.
December 3 – Advent 1
December 10 – Advent 2
December 17 – Advent 3
December 24 – Christmas Eve
December 31 – New Year’s Eve
January 7 – Epiphany

Luke 1:26-38; A Visit
Luke 2:1-7; The Nativity
Luke 2:8-20; The Shepherds
No FaithTalk
No FaithTalk
Matthew 2:1-12; Epiphany

FaithTalk in November
November 5 – Aging with Faith and Grace: Your heath care team and prescription management
November 12 – Money Matters: Learn about how St. James’ builds and manages its budget
November 19 – Annual Meeting with breakfast
November 26 – Thanksgiving weekend, no FaithTalk

O Antiphons for the First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 3 marks the first Sunday of Advent. To celebrate the beginning of this special
season we will be celebrating with a special Lessons and Carols service based on the “O” Antiphons with
music, banners, and Advent procession. We will not have a sermon or the usual readings; instead we will
experience and respond to the Word through the stories and lessons of the O Antiphons.
The “O” Antiphons were mentioned as early as the sixth century. Each evening during Vespers from
December 17-23, an “O” Antiphon was added to the Vesper canticle “The Lord magnifies my soul”
(Magnificat). They are called “O” antiphons because each one starts with the exclamation “O,” such as
“O Wisdom,” “O Lord,” etc. Each antiphon refers to a name or attribute of the coming Messiah as
mentioned in Scripture. Interestingly, if you take the first letter of each title and arrange them backwards,
it spells in Latin
ERO CRAS,
which means “I
will come
tomorrow.”
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Reflection from our Youth Director,
Rachele Donnelly
Prioritizing Our Relationship with Christ
For as long as I’ve lived in this area, I have
yet to meet a single person who doesn’t love fall.
Whether it’s the foliage, the kids returning to
school, the cooler temps or the fact that
suddenly everything is pumpkin-spice-flavored,
everyone seems to breathe just a little easier. It’s
not that times have calmed down—quite the
opposite, in fact. Rather, it’s the return of the
schedule. Wake up. Wake the kids. Shower.
Wake the kids up, again. Make coffee. Yell at the
kids for still not being out of bed. Between
homework and the school activities, calendars
are packed.
Since youth group started back up in midSeptember, the youth calendar has been equally
busy. The youth have helped clear the shed for
the rummage sale, participated in the diocesan
Hunger Walk, helped with the Halloween
FunFest and attended a High School Only outing to California Tortilla. One recent activity deserves special
attention, not because of what was done, but rather what it represents about the youth group.
On Saturday, October 14, a small group of parents and teens met up in the St. James’ parking lot at
7:00 a.m. The kids, who I’m sure would have been elated to sleep in, woke bright and early, to take part in
an opportunity to glean. For those that aren’t familiar with it, gleaning is the process in which farms and
orchards allow volunteers to pick leftover fruit and vegetables not collected by workers or machines. The
produce is then donated to various food banks. Partnering with St. Andrew’s Society, our group joined
roughly 50 other volunteers in a large orchard in Winchester, VA. In total, we picked 4,420 pounds of
apples, which resulted in 13,260 servings. One of the event organizers shared how he was personally
impacted by gleaning when, following a motorcycle accident, he became immobilized and relied mostly
on delivered meals. The meals, he explained, were basic, consisting of bologna sandwiches and various
processed sides. Rarely would they include fresh fruit or vegetables.
Beyond the profound realization of how fortunate we are to have access to fresh fruits and vegetables,
I was particularly struck by how many of our youth and parents gave up the opportunity to sleep in and
enjoy a lazy Saturday morning, to take part in this activity. Outside of our church, I can’t say I know many
teens eager to spend a cool, damp morning, surrounded by poison ivy and slugs, with the sole purpose of
giving back to others.
After we finished picking fruit, our group enjoyed a picnic before the 1.5 hour drive home. The drive
home was a little more social, as the kids were now officially awake. We talked about faith, our parents,
school, and what we wanted to do when we grew up. In the corporate world (my other job), we often say
that you learn more about a person by having a drink after work, than you will working side by side with
them for years. For kids, any car ride longer than an hour has the same effect.
Continued on next page
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Youth Director’s Reflection, continued
Because the activity took place on Homecoming weekend for both Wootton and Churchill, and due to
transportation constraints, our group was forced to be smaller in size. Nevertheless, the kids that
attended that day are a strong representation of ALL of our youth, past, present and future. If you’re ever
feeling down and want to restore some hope, spend some time with these youngsters. It is so easy to
lump young people together as entitled millennials. We’ve all heard the comments about the participation
trophies, the lack of urgency, the me-me-me attitude, but believe me, it is so far from the truth. The kids
care about their fellow man. They work hard. They do it knowing that they will rarely hear how much
they impacted someone’s life.
Our group is a combination of unique personalities, introverts and extroverts. What they all have in
common is that they are truly kind, loving kids. Some of them can quote Bible verses, others not so much,
but they all know that God loves them. Typically, kids seek out God because parents are involved. Parents,
bringing your children to church and youth group isn’t always easy. You have to contend with driving,
schedules, leaving the house when you really would rather lie in bed. I get that! Whether you know it or
not, your children appreciate it. Recently an eighth grade boy told me how much he respects his mom for
going to church every Sunday. I don’t know if this young man has ever mentioned that to his mom, but
rest assured, it blew me away. Moms and dads, you have no idea what a profound impact you are having
on your child. I can tell you first hand that St. James’ is an amazing community in which to raise your
children.
The upcoming weeks will bring even more fun events, including two special highlights. We are thrilled
to announce our first ever Living Nativity at St. James’ on Sunday, December 10. The Nativity will include
sheep, goats and a donkey. Come see our youth participate in this magical recreation. The outdoor event
will include warm drinks and cookies, and even a petting zoo after the story. On Saturday, December 16,
we are honored to take part in Wreaths Across America, laying wreaths on the graves of fallen soldiers on
December 16. Please stay tuned for more details.
Rachele

Scenes from St. James’ Children’s Sabbath, October 22

Left to right: Rev. Meredith’s children’s sermon, Rev. James & Rev. Meredith announce the Halloween FunFest,
St. James’ children sing
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THANKSGIVING 2017
Samaritan Ministry is gathering donations for its

Annual Thanksgiving Drive
Participants and their families will be provided baskets filled with the following:
 $10-$25 gift cards for turkey & other fresh
foods from grocery stores like Safeway,
Giant, Harris Teeter & Walmart
 Canned Vegetables
 Canned Fruits
 Can Yams

 Cornbread Mix
 Cranberry Sauce
 Instant Mashed Potato Mix
 1-2 lb. Bag Dry Rice
 Box Rice
 Mac & Cheese Mix

 Can Milk
 1-2 lb. Bag Dry Beans
 Stuffing Mix (bag or box)

Other Items Accepted

 Gravy
 Cake Mix & Frosting

No Glass Jars Please

For additional Information contact: Sy Jones, Volunteer Manager
sjones@samaritanministry.org (202) 722-2280 X314

November 2, 2017
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What Is Interfaith Works?
Lunch and Learn, Tuesday, November 7

Thanksgiving is Fast Approaching...
Think of Samaritan Ministry

The programs of Interfaith Works (IW) help
some 16,000 people each year living in poverty in
one of the most affluent communities in the
country. Founded in 1972, this coalition of faith
communities focuses on helping our neighbors
lift themselves out of their difficult situations.
St. James’ has long been one of the 165 diverse
faith communities giving support to IW.

Express your gratitude for all you have and
connect with the deeper meaning of Thanksgiving
by making someone else’s Thanksgiving holiday
special! Your family can make Thanksgiving
dinner possible for a family in need with a special
gift to Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington.
Your gift will help offer food to hungry people,
support and comfort to families in crisis, and
bring holiday joy. You can bring an item to
donate, fill a bag for a family, or provide gift cards
for turkeys and other fresh foods.

What do we do as a church community to
support this effort? Just what services and
emergency support programs offered? Come to
Lunch and Learn and find out. Reserve your $10
lunch with Sarah Padgett at 301-540-9644. Meet
in the undercroft at 11:30 a.m. for fellowship,
with lunch at noon. The presentation will begin at
about 12:30 p.m., concluding at 1:30.
Samantha Crosby, with Interfaith Works since
2012, is the program speaker. A University of
Maryland graduate with a B.S. in Family Science,
her main role is case management for the Friends
in Action program and the Interfaith Housing
Coalition. This presentation will answer many of
the already mentioned questions, in addition to
the ones YOU bring. All are welcome, and
remember that there is no age restriction and no
dress code other than “comfortable.”

Book Club, Sunday, November 26
Tracy K. Smith’s book of poetry, Life on Mars,
will be the subject for discussion at the November
26 meeting of the St. James’ Book Club, beginning
at 6:45 p.m. in the parish hall library.
Smith’s father, an engineer on the Hubble
telescope, is given tribute in this work. Reviewers
seem to vary widely in choices for “best” or
favorite poems, with both the immediate small
details and the far-flung cosmic overview—do
some combinations work better than others? All
are welcome to offer comments and opinions
about this winner of the Pulitzer Prize for poetry
in 2012.

Any amount given will provide food and
Thanksgiving warmth to someone who really
needs it. PLEASE bring items to church by
November 13. We will gather donations in the
weeks before Thanksgiving to provide Samaritan
Ministry participants with bags filled with the
following (see the flyer on the facing page):
 $10-$25 gift cards to Safeway, Giant, Harris
Teeter, Target or Walmart to purchase
turkeys and other fresh foods
 Pumpkin pie mix or other dessert
 Mixes for stuffing, piecrust, mashed potatoes,
corn bread, mac and cheese, bread, and rolls
 Cranberry sauce, canned fruits
 Canned yams or other vegetables
 Any other holiday food
Samaritan Ministry helps improve the lives of
more than 1,000 people who are homeless or
otherwise in need through an innovative Next
Step program. Participants are given the
resources and support they need—housing and
employment search guidance, coaching, referrals
to partner service providers, and more—to fulfill
their goals.
Your gift will support hurting individuals and
families hope for tomorrow and to make positive
changes in their lives.
Thank you, God bless you, and happy
Thanksgiving!
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The Fait h Communit y Wor king Gr oup invit es
Mont gomer y Count y r esident s of all f ait h t r adit ions
and et hnic backgr ounds t o t he Second Annual

MULTICULTURAL DIALOGUES ON BIAS
3 PART SERIES
Part 1: Nov. 5

Part 2: Dec. 3

Part 3: Jan. 28

Sunday, November 5
6:00 - 8:30 P.M.
St. Camillus Catholic Church Cafeteria
1600 St. Camillus Dr
Silver Spring, MD 20903
The exercises in this series of dialogues develop from the first to the third. We encourage
you to attend this dialogue and consider attending the second and third dialogues.
All attendees must register at: tinyurl.com/fcwgdialogue
Capacity: 120 (Registration will close once capacity is reached)
FREE PARKING
No child care provided
Trained facilitators will lead small diverse groups of 8 in the exercises
Those who arrive at 6:30 P.M. will be seated together
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
December Birthdays
12/1
12/1
12/5
12/5
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/7
12/8
12/8
12/10
12/12
10/12
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/24
12/26
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/30
12/31
12/31
12/31

Rachele Donnelly
Patrick O’Hare
Lisa Peterson
Len Whistler
Victor Trost
Katherine Weaver
Jimmy Isaacs
Taylor Hudson
Mary Ellen Moore
Sara Josey
Mary Quackenbush
Peter Huessy
Maya Tondravi
Matthew Boyce
Andrew Boyce
Edward Barnabas
Joseph Hnatov
Melanie Williams
Suzanne Lin
Abigail Nayback
Bennett Soundararajan
Charlotte
Soundararajan
Kate Pagan
James Isaacs
Zoe Cardno
Fran Dover
Colleen Yoest
Trip Williams III
David Lauritzen
Caroline Harris
Bob Fuller, Jr.
Harley Venton
John Schiavone
Marguerite Strolle
Runi Slaughter
Clara Gimblett
Holly Smithberger
Brad McCullough
Luna Howard
Maggie Brewinski
Isaacs

December Anniversaries
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/30

Ann and Harley Venton
Mike and Colleen Yoest
Patrick and Barbara
O’Hare
Edward and Lani
Barnabas
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Photo Album: October Events at St. James’
Hayride & Bonfire, Blessing of the Greenway with Beth Sholom, Children’s School Auction
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Halloween FunFest 2017!
Thank you to all who volunteered to make our second
Halloween FunFest a success! Many community residents visited
and stayed to draw, take pictures, and listen to the organ
concert. The Trunk or Treat was a hit! (We made the cover of the
November 1-7 Potomac Almanac, www.potomacalmanac.com.)
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Christmas Services at St. James’
Advent 4, December 24:
One service at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve, December 24:
5:00 p.m. Children's Pageant
7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist with candles
10:15 p.m. Special music
10:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist with candles
and special music
Christmas Day, December 25:
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Christmas 1, Sunday, December 31:
Lessons and Carols, 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Drum Circles on Rally Sunday, September 17
We missed getting these pictures into the October
newsletter. Rally Sunday, September 17, the 10:30 service
included a percussion-only prelude and postlude by
whoever wished to participate. Clearly a lot of fun was had!
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Inaugural Mission Trip To our Bon Samaritain Ministry in Haiti
Harley and Ann Venton
As you all know, we at St. James’ have been partners with St. John’s Episcopal Church in Stamford,
Connecticut, in supporting the Bon Samaritain Parish and School in L’Acul, Haiti, for several years now.
Representatives from our Connecticut partners have made regular mission trips to Bon Samaritain,
getting to know the congregation and staff, and have helped to implement a variety of projects to serve
L’Acul’s needs—from school and medical infrastructure to educational equipment and materials—as well
as advising on and providing medical services. To date, through our Missions and Outreach Commission,
St. James’ support has been exclusively financial.
While our sisters and brothers in Haiti appreciate our financial support, their priest, Père Wildaine
André, has impressed upon us how much they yearn to meet and have fellowship with us in person. The
hardworking members of our Missions and Outreach Commission who have worked for so many years on
this outreach to Bon Samaritain feel strongly that a visit is in order. As members of St. James,’ this has
been on the hearts of my wife, Ann, and myself. Now, an opportunity has arisen to join two experienced
missioners from our partner church in Connecticut on a one week trip this coming January.
The focus of this trip for our Connecticut friends is to advise the women of Bon Samaritain on how
they might start small businesses to help support their families and obtain a measure of financial
independence. While Ann’s experience in business and international aid projects might very well be of
assistance, the main focus of our journey will be to gain a personal overview of the area and facilities,
and, most importantly, to have fellowship with our sisters and brothers at Bon Samaritain, experiencing
how our lives in Christ bind us together.
Upon our return, Ann and I look forward to sharing a report on our experiences and findings—
complete with plenty of photographs and videos of parish life at Bon Samaritain—so that we, as a
congregation, can more fully appreciate and engage with our friends in Haiti.
The travel and related costs for this Mission Trip comes to $4000. We will need your help to meet this
obligation. You may wonder, as Ann and I did, whether, as a parish, our monies might be better spent
sending it directly to an area in such need. But Père Wildaine has emphasized that, while his parishioners
appreciate our financial support, they yearn to know the people of St. James.’ And I have no doubt that
we, as a congregation, will benefit and be blessed the more by them.

“For I am longing to see you so
that I may share with you some
spiritual gift to strengthen
you—or rather so that we may
be mutually encouraged by each
other’s faith, both yours and
mine.”
—Romans 1:11-12
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SAVE THE DATES: Friday and Saturday, February 23-24, 2018.
It is with great excitement that we invite you to join us for an engaging, two-day
women’s spiritual program: WomanKind 2018, in Richmond, Virginia.
In a period of fracture and discord, both local and guest speakers contribute to this year’s
poignant and timely theme, “Lift Up Your Hearts! The Transformative Power of Word and
Table.” Through deep and mutually respectful relationships, attendees will explore both the
rituals and traditions of Holy Eucharist, Word and Table, and how connecting inclusively with each
other and God equips us to live with faith, grace and compassion.
The 2018 program is on the verge of being released and we expect registration to open any day.
Space is limited and seats fill up quickly. Reverend Meredith and Lindsey Harris, Membership
Chair, have already committed to attending and will be registering for the event as soon as it
opens. We hope you’ll plan to join them! Program dates and times follow; come as you can to
either or both days:
Friday, February 23, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, February 24, 8:15 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Pricing and logistics are still TBD – but because space is
limited, and to hopefully keep costs down, we need you
to tell us ASAP if you can commit to this event. We
hope to reserve rooms at a small retreat center outside
the city, so please also indicate if you are willing to
share a hotel room.
Send an email to office@stjamespotomac.org to
reserve your spot for the WomanKind 2018 retreat
with Reverend Meredith.
For more information, please visit
www.womankindrichmond.com/womankind2018overview. We will continue to update you as program
specifics are released and registration opens.

A note from Reverend Meredith:
“In 2016 I took seven women from
my parish to the two-day
WomanKind event in Richmond. It
was inspiring to join so many women
from around the country as we met
together to hear keynote speakers,
broke into small groups for inspiring
reflections and conversation, and
worshiped as one community. The
effects on our women’s group were
so significant, I promised myself I
would return in 2018. I look forward
to sharing this incredible time of
exploring our faith with my sisters at
St. James’.”

