
 

The Epiphany 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 

January 4, 2026 – 10:30 a.m.  

St. James’ Episcopal Church, Potomac, Maryland 

 Facemasks are available in the entrance for those who wish to wear them. 

 Help us save paper! Share this bulletin with a neighbor in your pew, or view it online  
using the code at right or the link in your Sunday email. 

Flowers on the altar today are given by Andrew and Kali Huck,  
to the glory of God and in memory of loved ones. 

Welcome and Prelude 

Processional Hymn (stand) “We three kings” Hymn 128 
Congregation sings vss. 1, 5, and all refrains 

Rebecca Tucker, hymn leader 
Magi: Lori Minasian, Harley Venton, Dylan Nohilly 

Opening Sentences (stand) 

Celebrant Blessed be the one holy and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever.  

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise (stand) “Angels we have heard on high” Hymn 96, vss. 1, 3, 4 

Collect of the Day (stand) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

 Let us pray together. 

All O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the 
peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your 
presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  
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First Lesson (sit)  Isaiah 60:1-6 DeAtley Barish 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes 
and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall 
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 
arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the 
nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 DeAtley Barish 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 

11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
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 Second Lesson (sit)  Ephesians 3:1-12 Linda Ellis 

 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace 
that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you 
to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations 
this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have 
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn (stand) “What star is this” Hymn 124 
  vss. 1-3 before Gospel, vss. 4-5 after 

The Holy Gospel (stand) Matthew 2:1-12 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
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When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon (sit)   The Rev. Catherine Manhardt 

The Nicene Creed (stand)  BCP p. 358  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People (stand)  Margaret Blaine 
Adapted from Praying the Scriptures 

Leader Arise, shine: for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you. We pray as pilgrims, “Lead us to your presence; let us see your glory!” 

 Almighty God, grant to your Church wisdom. We pray for Sean, our Presiding 
Bishop; Mariann, our Bishop; Eugene, our Assistant Bishop; Meredith, James, 
and Catherine, our priests; for this gathering; and for all who minister in your 
Church.  

  Silence  

 Lead us to your presence; 
People Let us see your glory. 



5 

 We pray for our parish ministries; for St. James’ Children’s School, the Bishop 
Walker School, and our partner church and school in Haiti, Bon Samaritain 
Parish, L’Acul.   

  Silence  

 Lead us to your presence; 
 Let us see your glory. 

 God, be present with those you have called to serve as Lay Eucharistic Visitors. 
Fill them with your life-giving Spirit so that those to whom they minister may 
experience the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Sacrament they share.  

  Silence  

 Lead us to your presence; 
 Let us see your glory. 

 Defend the needy, Lord Christ. Rescue the poor and thwart all the ways of 
oppression.  

  Silence 

 Lead us to your presence; 
 Let us see your glory. 

 The heavens reveal your wonders, O God. Give us eyes to see, hearts to follow, 
and lives that pay you homage.  

  Silence 

 Lead us to your presence; 
 Let us see your glory. 

 Loving God, you are the help of the helpless and the deliverer of those in 
distress; bless and heal all those in need. We pray for people living with 
mental illness and those who love them, for all others on our parish prayer 
list, and for those we now lift in prayer, silently or aloud.   

  We pause so the people may add their own petitions. 

 Lead us to your presence; 
 Let us see your glory. 

 Great redeemer, you have guided us to your presence; you have shown us 
your glory. We pray for those who have died. Grant us that we might at last 
see you face to face.  

  Silence 

 Lead us to your presence; 
 Let us see your glory. 

Celebrant O Lord, your mercy endures forever. Hear the prayers of your people. And grant 
us the strength and the courage to walk in your ways, all the days of our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution (kneel) BCP p. 360 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace (stand, remaining at your pew) 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

Announcements (sit)   

The Holy Eucharist 

Offertory Sentence (sit)   Ephesians 5:2 

Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 
offering and sacrifice to God.  

 Scan the code to give to St. James’ online at stjamespotomac.org.  

Offertory Anthem (sit) “In the Bleak Midwinter” Arlen Clarke 
 St. James’ Singers 

Presentation (stand) “Angels from the realms of glory” Hymn 93, vss. 1, 3 

All Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;  
ye, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar. 
Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: 
Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the new-born King.  
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The Great Thanksgiving (stand)  Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP, p. 367 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because in the mystery of 
the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to 
give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 

  Sanctus, Richard Proulx 

 

 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus, your Son.  

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
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Celebrant  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Therefore, according to his command, O God, 

   Memorial Acclamation, McNeil Robinson II 

 

 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O God of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with James and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.  

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 

   Amen, McNeil Robinson II 

 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

   Fraction Hymn, David Hurd 

 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Invitation to Holy Communion (sit) 

 Please follow the ushers’ guidance to receive Holy Eucharist at the altar. 

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead of the sacrament, 
you may cross your arms over your chest and the clergy will bless you. If you prefer not to 
receive wine, you may touch the base of the chalice as the words are spoken, or request grape 
juice from the server. 

If you prefer intinction as we share the common cup, you are invited to hand your wafer to the 
Lay Eucharist Minister when they offer the wine, and they will dip it for you. Having only one 
person intinct keeps the cup more sanitary for all of us. 

If you are uncomfortable partaking of wine or juice, you may abstain. To honor the Blood of 
Christ, you are welcome to touch the chalice as the wine is offered. Communion in one kind 
(bread only) is full communion. 

Communion Hymn (sit) “In the bleak midwinter”  Hymn 112 

Post Communion Prayer (stand) 

Celebrant  Let us pray together. 

All Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing (stand) 

Recessional Hymn (stand) “The first Nowell” Hymn 109 

Dismissal (stand) 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Postlude  
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About Today’s Music 
from Newton Lewis, St. James’ Music Director 

The renowned hymnodist Eric Routley called “We Three Kings” the first modern American 
Christmas carol. The words and music were written by John Henry Hopkins Jr. He was 
born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1820. His father was the first Episcopal Bishop of 
Vermont, so it’s no surprise that the son graduated from the University of Vermont. He 
eventually went to General Seminary in New York City and after graduation became the 
school’s first music teacher.  

In 1857 he wrote “We Three Kings” for a Christmas pageant for his nieces and nephews 
(one of whom went on to compose the tune for “I sing a song of the saints of God”). It was 
first printed in a Hopkins collection of carols in 1863. It appeared in the first Christmas 
carol section of an Episcopal hymnal in the 1916 edition. It has remained in our hymnal 
ever since, and has become a much beloved standard carol both here and in Britain. 

+ + + 

 

Ministry Minute: Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

The team of visiting Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) serves as a bridge to our parishioners 
who are unable to come to church. By taking communion to these parishioners, the LEVs 
provide a personal contact and reminder that they are part of the Body of Christ.  

To serve as a LEV, a person must be 16 years of age or older, a confirmed member of the 
parish, and trained in this ministry. If you’d like to serve as a LEM at St. James’, please 
speak with Rev. Meredith or send email to rector@stjamespotomac.org. 

 

Have You Heard? 

Do sounds at church seem somewhat muddled? If you’ve ever missed a 
humorous anecdote during the sermon, or the stirring harmonies of the 
anthem, take advantage of the assistive listening devices available at the 
church entrance. No additional equipment is needed and it may greatly 
enrich your worship experience! 
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St. James’ Episcopal Church 
11815 Seven Locks Rd., Potomac, MD 20854 

The Mission of St. James’: To bring people together to be transformed by and  
to proclaim Christs’ love through worship, spiritual formation, and service. 

phone: 301-762-8040 ~ email: office@stjamespotomac.org ~ web: www.stjamespotomac.org 

Parish Staff 

Rector 
The Rev. Meredith T. Heffner 
rector@stjamespotomac.org 

Associate Rector 
The Rev. Catherine Manhardt 
catherine@stjamespotomac.org 

Assistant Rector 
The Rev. James S. Isaacs 
james@stjamespotomac.org 

Director of Music Ministry 
Newton E. Lewis 
newton@stjamespotomac.org  

Sunday School  
Clergy and Shirine Kohan 
sundayschool@stjamespotomac.org 

Youth Director 
Maddie Weber 
maddie@stjamespotomac.org 

St. James’ Children’s School Director 
Astrid Crookshank 
preschool@stjamespotomac.org  

Parish Administrator 
Grace Lo 
office@stjamespotomac.org 

Communications Assistant 
Kirsten Hall 
Kirsten@stjamespotomac.org 

Vestry 2026 

Wardens 
Dawn Iype, Senior Warden – 

SJCS / Communications 
Adam Govia, Junior Warden –  

Facilities  

Officers 
Tracy Lively, Treasurer 
Sheryl Cooper, Secretary 

Members 
Yemi Agboola – Racial Justice 
DeAtley Barish – Mental Health 
Barbara Kamya – To be assigned 
Amy Black Metcalf – Worship  
Jennifer Nordin – Administration,  

Christian Formation 
Kate McClure – To be assigned 

 
Ann Venton – Finance  
Walter Weaver – Mission & Outreach  

Convention Representatives 
Delegates: Laurence Canete,  
Sarah Hnatov 
Alternates: Carolyn Ragland,  
Dan Zimmerman 

St. James’ has discerned a call to mental health ministries. If you are ever in crisis, a 24-hour response is 
offered at the Montgomery County Crisis Center: 240-777-4000. OR call the National Crisis Hotline: 988 

 

 

 

 


